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Letter from the Chair

the conclusion of its fourth year in operation, Justice
Initiatives has accomplished a great deal for the court system it
supports. We have provided grants and sponsored or co-
sponsored numerous judicial programs.

In 2007-08, Justice Initiatives achieved two significant milestones.
We grew our contributions by $8,280 (a 22% percent increase
over the previous year). We awarded $16,900 in grant monies (a
100 percent increase over the previous year). As this report
shows, Justice Initiatives has greatly impacted many judicial
programs and services in Mecklenburg County.

To all of our donors, volunteers and partners d thank you for your
support last year! With your help, Justice Initiatives will continue
to support local professionals in the creation of smart justice
programs that will improve the administration of justice for all of
our citizens. We deeply appreciate your shared commitment to a
just and efficient court system in Mecklenburg County.

HON. CHASE B. SAUNDERS
(Retired)
JI Board of Directors, Chalir

Our mission is to educate
the community about the
court system and to advocate,
support and advance its needs
and interests.
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Year in Review 2008

Justice Initiatives ¢
sponsored the purchase
and installation o
playground equipme
for the courthous
childcare center. Tk
courthouse childcar
center is a free, diop
childcare center fg
children between th
ages of 6 weeks and
years of age who
family members a
conducting business
the courthouse g
serving as jurors.

At the conclusion
of FY2007-2008,

Justice Initiatives Justice Initiatives
had $41,367 in facilitated continuing
pass-through education funding
funds under for Drug Treatment
management. Court employees.

In 2007-08, Justice
Initiatives awarded
$16,900 in grants to
various government
agencies and ad
hoc organizations.

Justice Initiatives facili-
tated the purchase of
audio/visual equipment]
to play educational
videos for parents in th
waiting area outside th
juvenile courtrooms.
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Year in Review 2008

Jury Coordinator Mary Poston
poses with guest speaker WSQC
Meteorologist Tracey Lewis duril
the 2007 Juror Appreciation wegk.
Justice Initiatives provided fundihg
for the Juror Appreciation Week.

Justice Initiatives matched funds received by

the Trial Court Admi
the Charlotte Mecklenburg Community
Foundation through its Front Porch Grants
program with the goal to increase trustjand
expand social connections and informal
networks in the Charld#tecklenburg
communi ty. On June

office held the firS¢rengthening
Community Relationsmpgheon which
provided diversity training regarding the
local Hispanic population.

2007-08 OTHER COMPLETED PROJECTS

o Provided funding for rewards, incentives and team building activities for the Trial Court Adminis-

trator staff

e Granted funds to the Assistance League of Charlotte for the Mecklenburg County Teen Court
which provides an alternative judicial program for youthful misdemeanor offenders

e Sponsored the Family Court CLE entitled Simplifying Equitable Distributions and the printing of
handbooks to help educate self-represented litigants in divorce and custody cases.
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An Evening at the Courthouse Event

On May 15, 2008 Justice Initiatives hosted the second
annual An Evening at the Courthouse fundraising event.
Judges Robert Johnston and Fritz Mercer, Jr. (pictured to
the right) welcomed guests to the event which raised more
than $38,000 for various court programs. Attendees had
the unigue opportunity to enjoy an after-hours viewing of
the courthouse and to learn more about the various
innovative and award winning court programs that serve
the Mecklenburg community.

An Evening at the Courthouse is shaping up to be the
premier event within the legal community as many
distinguished members of our federal and state judiciary,
state and local elected representatives and leading
members of the Mecklenburg County Bar and community
attended the annual event.
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An Evening at the Courthouse Event

Attendants at the 2008 Evening at the Courthouse event enjoyed music by Elizabeth
Kowalski and Conversation Piece (pictured below on the left) and food and beverages
compliments of Crowne Plaza, Charlotte (pictured below on the right).

200408 Sponsors Fundraiser  $%%® .00
Proceeds
SUPREME
Kennedy Covington Lobdell & Hickman LLP
Moore & Van Allen, PLLC
Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A.
Womble, Carlyle, Sandridge & Rice, PLLC
APPELLATE o
King and Spalding LLP B e e o i
Lisa Bass-Morris 't?‘:'gh';wis '
McGuire Woods LLP E Mental Health Court

McNair Law Firm, P.A.
Michael and Susan Daisley

SUPERIOR William K. Diehl
Alston & Bird LLP Thomas and Carolyn Eberly
The Duke Foundation Hedrick, Gardner, Kincheloe & Garofalo LLP
Mayer Brown LLP Edward Hinson
Poyner & Spruill LLP Hon. Phil and Mary Howerton
Rawls, Dickinson & Scheer, P.A. Sharon P. Kugelmass
Kathleen Lucchesi
ADDITIONAL SPONSORS Mark Meritt
Hon. John S. Arrowood Claire Rauscher
Robert and Sandra Bisnar William and Sandra Roork
Dr. Coleman and Nancy Carter Rev. Kenyon and Jessica Stanley
Charlotte School of Law Andrew Walsh
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