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Board of Directors

Letter From The Chair

Justice

Initiatives (JI) demonstrates the important
and compelling role courts play in forming a strong,
prosperous and vibrant community, and the
inextricable connection between each individual’s
quality of life and the courts’ ability to fairly
Thomas D. Myrick
Chair
adjudicate legal rights. In conveying this knowledge,
JI Board of Directors
it seeks public support for ensuring the judicial
branch receives adequate funding and advocates to defend against
policies that would undermine the independence, fairness, or integrity of
our courts.
This fiscal year, JI made great strides in raising its profile throughout the
community and garnering the financial support it needs to carry forth its
mission. In August, JI was selected to benefit from the Association of
Corporate Counsel, Charlotte Chapter’s, 4th Annual Casino Night
Fundraiser. In both September and again in May, we again partnered
with Belk for their Annual Charity Sale raising considerable revenue
through ticket sales and our volunteer services provided to the stores. In
October, we held our 4th Annual Legal Eagle Golf Tournament as well
as our Judicial Candidates’ Forum, which has become a must participate
event for those vying for a seat on the Superior and District Court Bench
in Mecklenburg County. In April, we held our signature event: the 9th
Annual Evening at the Courthouse Fundraiser, which showcases our
organization and its accomplishments to the community.
Finally, we added to our already strong, successful and competent board,
by welcoming Reginald Tuggle to bring new perspective, knowledge,
and benefits to the organization.

Educate • Advocate • Support • Advance

(Left: moderator Taylor Batten of The Charlotte Observer; Center: Judge Hugh Lewis; and right: Judge F. Lane Williamson)

JI and the Mecklenburg County Bar teamed up once again for the Judicial Candidates’ Forum. Candidates vying for a seat on the Superior and
District Court bench were questioned by both the moderator and audience members. The forum provided an excellent opportunity for the candidates to interact with the community by informing them about their
positions and for the community to learn more about the individuals that
may be chosen to uphold the rule of law on their behalf. By fostering
and strengthening the relationship between candidates and members of
the community, JI made large strides in educating the public.

4

Court Camp

Court Camp is a week-long educational program offered four times a summer to
students between the ages of 14 and 18. Participants are given the chance to learn
about the criminal justice system, as well as information that will help their pursuit of
a legal career. This educational opportunity, provided by JI, gives the students a
unique perspective on many facets of the legal community. This past year, the students
went on behind-the-scenes tours of Mecklenburg County Courthouse, Mecklenburg
County Jail, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department Crime Lab, The Charlotte
School of Law, and even a large law firm, Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP.
Further, participants met and interacted with Judges, Attorneys, Court Reporters,
Interpreters, Clerks, Court Administrators and other personnel. To conclude their
Court Camp experience, students as well as their parents, were invited to attend a
graduation ceremony that celebrated their new-found knowledge and experience.
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Juror Appreciation Month
For the 8th consecutive year, JI proudly sponsored Juror Appreciation Month to help
educate the community about the judicial system, to enhance public awareness of the
importance of jury service, and to show appreciation to citizens who perform their
civic responsibility throughout the year. Those fortunate to serve during the last
week of July received special presentations from K-9 deputies, judges, court
reporters, and other court officials. This past year, Molly Grantham of WBTV joined
JI in honoring the jurors. Prize drawings were also held twice daily with a number
of generous gifts awarded from the local business community and sports teams.
Additionally, JI continued its tradition of providing funds for newspapers,
magazines, and Netflix movies to improve the jurors’ experience during their time
spent in the Jury Assembly Room throughout the year.

(Molly Grantham with jury staff members Elizabeth Wilhelm,
Melissa Ibarra and Diana Orozco)

25
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This year, JI advocated for the Mecklenburg community in
many ways. Interns and volunteers wrote legislators to advocate
on various issues facing the court system. Presentations were
made by board members to Senator Jeff Jackson and the
editorial board at WBTV.
JI also mounted a successful campaign to protect our North
Carolina Family Courts, which, allow families to receive
personalized attention and the stability of specially trained
judges and court personnel.

8
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Larry King’s Clubhouse
Larry King’s Clubhouse is a drop-in childcare center for parents and
guardians who have matters to handle at the Mecklenburg County
Courthouse. Parents and guardians who must appear as litigants,
witnesses or jurors may take advantage of courthouse childcare at no
cost. Funds are provided by JI to purchase snacks, art supplies, cleaning
supplies, diapers, and baby wipes for the children in attendance. JI
helps provide a safe environment for children so they will not be
exposed to any harmful or disturbing testimony that may be heard in
court. Children are also able to participate in numerous activities while
they wait for their parents to complete their court business. The clubhouse accepts children between the ages of 6 weeks and 12 years old,
and is open Monday-Friday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.

National Adoption Day
National Adoption Day takes place the Saturday before
Thanksgiving to raise awareness about permanent homes for
children. There are thousands of children in our community who are
in foster care, and are available for adoption. JI joined with many
other organizations to host a celebratory event that included a
variety of games, and activities for all children who were present.

Drug Treatment Court

Justice Initiatives also had the privilege to provide funds for the
S.T.E.P. Drug Treatment Court. The mission of the
Mecklenburg County S.T.E.P. (Supervision, Treatment,
Education, and Prevention) Mental Health Court is to reduce
recidivism among participants and to promote stability, service
engagement, and increased levels of independent functioning
within the community. Justice Initiatives supports this mission
as well as S.T.E.P.’s goals to provide long-term assistance and
stability for clients in mental health care, employment, housing,
substance abuse treatments, and in many other areas.

Grants
A major portion of the funds raised each year are set aside to
fund innovative and value-added programs and services
within the court system. In FY2014-2015, JI was pleased to
provide grant funding to the following projects:

Drug Treatment Court, S.T.E.P. Program
Domestic Violence Conference
Employee Development, Recognition and Wellness

Equipment Replacement for the Larry King’s Clubhouse
Juror Appreciation Month and Annual Amenities for Jurors
SelfServe Center Strategic Marketing Campaign
Family Court Administration
Strengthening Judicial Relations Forum
Strengthening Community Relations
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Self-Help Legal Forms
Through the I-CAN! Website, JI continues to offer self-help forms to the
public. The Website is interactive and allows for a convenient and
efficient way for the public to access legal forms. These forms allow
community members with lower incomes to represent themselves in
divorces, child custody cases and name changes. I-CAN! ensures that
the forms are complete, and formatted correctly. Each form is only $25,
and the money generated from form purchases is reinvested into other
programs focused on improving the community’s access to justice.

Court Calendar, Version 2.0
JI was pleased to announce the launch of the newly improved online calendaring
system, Court Calendar, Version 2.0. Users now have the ability to schedule court
hearings in Superior and District Civil cases, as well as in domestic relations
cases in Family Court. An added benefit to the system is that email notification of
the scheduled event is automatically sent to the other parties in the case.
Users still have the ability to update the status of their cases on motion and trial
calendars like they did under Version 1.0. This technology is a part of a movement
towards providing a more efficient and accessible online calendaring system that
will vastly improve court services for attorneys and their clients, greatly increase
the efficiency of scheduling transactions, and raise the productivity of the Trial
Court Administrator's Office.

Raising the Bar Award

(Bart Menser, 2015 Raising the Bar Award Recipient and Kate McClain, General Manager of North Carolina Lawyers Weekly)

The Raising the Bar Award is presented to a court employee who has made
significant and notable contributions to the advancement of the Mecklenburg
County Court System. Bart Menser was selected as the winner of the 2015
Raising the Bar Award. Mr. Menser serves as the Deputy District Attorney
for the 26th Judicial District. Mr. Menser is known for his high ethical standards and offers a moral compass for Assistant District Attorneys to follow.
He is a valued mentor for young attorneys and has significantly contributed
to shaping the legal culture of this community through the lives he has
touched.

2015 UNC Charlotte JI
Award Winners
JI, Inc. has selected the two winners of the 2015 Judicial Administration
Award from the Criminal Justice & Criminology Department at the UNC
Charlotte (UNCC). This year’s award recipients are Lashieka Hardin
(Undergraduate) and Adam Duso (Graduate).
Lashieka Hardin is a junior at UNCC.
She plans on graduating in May 2016 as a
Criminal Justice Major, with minors in both
Journalism and English. Lashieka is the
LSAT Committee Chairperson of the PreLaw Society. She is also a resident advisor,
Student Alumni Ambassador, the Vice
President of Road to Damascus Campus
Outreach, a Mentor for Big Dreamz, Inc.,
and a Junior Marshal for the May 2015
graduation. Her goal is to offer substantial
pro-bono work to help underprivileged
minorities.

Adam Duso is a gr aduate student in the
Department of Criminal Justice and
Criminology at UNCC.
A veteran of the U.S. Army prior to
studying criminology, his background is in
pre-hospital medicine as an EMT. Adam’s
goal is focused on a career in law as a
criminal prosecutor.
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Evening at the
Courthouse
JI held its 9th Annual Evening at the Courthouse fundraiser on April 23rd
at the Mecklenburg County Courthouse. Many distinguished court
officials attended, including members of the NC Supreme Court, NC
Court of Appeals, NC Superior Court, and NC District Court. They were
joined by other prominent state and local elected officials, along with
leading members of the Mecklenburg County Bar and community. All
guests sampled food, desserts, and beverages from some of Charlotte’s
finest restaurants. They also enjoyed guest speakers and great music, as
well as a silent auction including artwork by local artists.

Pictured: Top left, JI Board Vice Chair Tony Scheer; Top right, JI Raising the Bar Award Winner Bart Menser; Bottom left, guests
enjoying the event; Bottom right, Tara of Tara and Company band.

Thank you Financial Sponsors!
Supreme Sponsors
CORE Properties
Moore & Van Allen, PLLC

North Carolina Lawyers Weekly
Secunda Donor Advised Fund
Wilson Family Foundation
Appellate Sponsors

Charlotte School of Law
Conrad Trosch & Kemmy, P.A.
CPI Security Systems
McNair Law Firm, P.A.
Rawls, Scheer, Foster, & Mingo, PLLC

Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A.
Wells Fargo
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP

Thank you Financial Sponsors!
Superior Sponsors
Anuvia Prevention & Recovery Center
Custom Polymers, Inc.
Dilworth Center for Chemical Dependency
Golden Group of Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Hamilton Stephens Steele & Martin, PLLC
Huseby Court Reporting
Nexsen Pruet, PLLC
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein, LLP
Sodoma Law, P.C.

Sonitrol
Tom Bush Law Group
Troutman Sanders, LLP
District Sponsors
C. DeWitt Foard & Company, PA
Dennis K. Milligan
Higgins & Owens, PLLC
Hon. Jane Harper and Woody Connette
Johnston Allison & Hord, PA
King & Spalding, LLP
Knox, Brotherton, Knox & Godfrey

Thank you
Restaurant Sponsors!

Belk Charity Sale

JI partnered with Belk for their annual charity sale. At this event, JI
supporters could purchase a ticket to Belk’s private 4-hour sale dedicated
to supporting non-profit organizations such as JI. All of the proceeds from
the ticket sales bought by JI supporters went directly to JI.

Each ticket sold and every volunteer hour committed improved JI’s ability
to educate the community on the importance of a healthy court system,
and it funds innovative programs that help build trust and confidence in
the North Carolina Court System.

Legal Eagle Charity
Golf Tournament

JI held its 4th Annual Legal Eagle Charity Golf Tournament on October 24th. The Legal
Eagle Golf Tournament is an exciting networking event for members of the legal and
business community, also fostering a bit of friendly competition. Approximately 100 golfers
comprising state and local elected officials, judges, attorneys, business leaders, and other
distinguished members of the community participated. All the proceeds from the event were
used to support organizations with a legal nexus in the community such as Legal Services of
Southern Piedmont, Legal Aid of North Carolina, and the Council for Children’s Rights.
The funds are also dedicated to programs and events sponsored by JI, such as the Larry
King’s Clubhouse, Court Camp, and National Adoption Day.

Small Business Connection
Golf Tournament

(Charlotte School of Law Student Volunteer and JI Board Member, Carolyn Dubay

With the departure of Chiquita Corporation’s headquarters from
Charlotte, the Chiquita Classic Golf Tournament needed a new sponsor.
Fortunately, Small Business Connection picked up where Chiquita left
off. Following its fundraising success from the previous golf
tournament, JI once again joined as one of the organizations partaking in
the event held at River Run in Davidson, North Carolina.
While
enjoying the challenging play on the golf course, JI benefitted from the
ticket sales and increased public awareness about the work of the
organization. Overall, JI congratulates Chez Reavie for his close victory
and thanks the Small Business Connection for the great event.
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Looking Forward to
2015-2016




Website Reconstruction
New Layout and Design
Increased User-Friendliness
Search Engine Optimization

Expansion of Internet/Social Media Footprint
 Instagram
Expanding Partnerships with Private and Public Entities
 Share Charlotte and BeautyKind
 Senior Community Service Employment Program
with Centralina Council of Governments
Board Expansion
Organizational Capacity Building
Expansion into New Judicial Districts
 Orange County
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Board of Directors
Thomas D. Myrick, Chair
Anthony G. Scheer, Vice-Chair
Anita Blowers, Ph.D., Secretary
Billy A. Wilson, Treasurer
Russ Brinson
Carolyn Dubay
Scott Harris
Mary H. Howerton, Ph.D.
Jonathan C. Krisko
Paul Meggett
Dennis Milligan
Nicole H. Sodoma
Reginald Tuggle

Moore & Van Allen, PLLC
Rawls, Scheer, Foster, and Mingo, PLLC
UNC Charlotte
Philanthropist
McNair Law Firm, P.A.
Charlotte School of Law
Choate Construction
Mary Howerton Consulting, Inc.
Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A.
Charlotte School of Law
WBTV
Sodoma Law, P.C.
Nassau Community College

CONTACT JI:
Justice Initiatives
P.O. Box 33545
Charlotte, NC 28233
Email: administration@justiceinitiatives.org
Visit: www.JusticeInitiatives.org

STAY UPDATED! FOLLOW JI:
Facebook: facebook.com/
justice.initiatives
Twitter: @JI_ Org
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/
justiceinitiativesinc
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