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Judge David Strickland
Judge David H. Strickland is a District Court
Judge and the Lead Juvenile Judge for the 26th
Judicial District in Mecklenburg County, North
Carolina. He was elected to the bench in
November of 2012 and began serving in
January 2013. After presiding in both Criminal
and Family Court for two years, he is now one of six Juvenile
Judges in the District and presides over matters ranging from
abuse, neglect and dependency to delinquency. Judge Strickland
is proud to be ranked the No. 1 Judge in Mecklenburg County in a
survey conducted by the North Carolina Bar Association.
Ben S. Thalheimer
Ben's commitment to law and helping others
extends into the community. He has been a
member of the local Domestic Bar Committee,
meeting with judges, lawyers and community
leaders to improve the court system. United
Family Services has acknowledged him as its
most outstanding volunteer for his efforts to assist battered
partners in obtaining restraining orders. As recognition of his
expertise and commitment, Governor Perdue appointed Ben on
the NC State Commission for Domestic Violence. He has served
as a lecturer at Wake Forest University School of Law. At the
bequest of the North Carolina Institute of Government, Ben has
instructed judges on how to deal with litigants who are not
represented by counsel.
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Judge Christy T. Mann
Over the past 10 years, Judge Mann has
instructed Judges throughout the state on best
practices in Family Court. In addition, she
provides continuing legal education to attorneys
on matters related to Family Court. Judge Mann
is an active member of the Mecklenburg County
Community. She serves as a volunteer at a local
middle school working with at-risk children and their families.
She has served on numerous non-profit organizations related to
children and families.

George Bell
George Bell has practiced as a criminal and
family lawyer in Mecklenburg County for
over a decade, as the managing partner
for Bell & Bell Law Firm. Recently in
2015, George submitted a brief to the North
Carolina Court of Appeals regarding a family
law case involving a rare service of process
issue. The Court agreed with his position, and the Court
published its opinion in the November 2015 session. See Chen v.
Zou, N.C. Ct. App. No. 15-228 (2015). George is married to his
law school sweetheart, Hannah Bell, who is also his partner at
their law firm in Huntersville.
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Aretha Blake
A native of Johns Island, SC, Aretha graduated
with honors from the University of Georgia
School of Law, where she served on the Georgia
Law Review. She graduated Phi Beta Kappa from
Florida State University with a BS in Psychology.
Aretha’s unique combination of legal training, law
practice experience, and community and bar
leadership have prepared her to serve our community as a District
Court Judge. She has broad legal experience in NC and SC Courts.
She practiced antitrust and business tort litigation for six years at
Parker Poe and was a partner in a small firm where her work included
domestic law, civil litigation and education law. Aretha currently
practices family law, business law, and estate planning and
administration as a solo practitioner. She is the President of the Mecklenburg Bar Foundation, Past Chair of the John S. Leary Association
of Black Lawyers and a 13-year volunteer leader with the YMCA.

Tracy H. Hewett
Tracy graduated summa cum laude in 1999
from University of North Carolina at Charlotte
with a B.A. in Psychology. She received her
J.D. with honors from NC Central University
School of Law. Tracy’s legal career began as
an Assistant Public Defender in 2004. Tracy’s
community engagement as a guardian ad litem, mediator, mentor,
board member, and Treasurer of the Mecklenburg County Bar,
gives her multiple perspectives to create effective resolutions. Her
courtroom and trial experience, along with Tracy’s analytical and
communication skills make her uniquely qualified to serve
Mecklenburg County as a District Court Judge.
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Justice Robert H. (Bob) Edmunds
In 2000, I was encouraged to run for the
Supreme Court. That effort was successful, as
was my 2008 re-election campaign, and now I
am the Senior Associate Justice on that Court.
Your justices work with difficult case that have
a lasting impact on citizens’ lives, and I am
constantly impressed with the thought and care
that each justice put into every case. Though our deliberations are
confidential, I am satisfied that if you could see how hard your
justices work, how conscientiously they explore every aspect of a
case, how carefully they scrutinize their own and each other’s
work, you would be proud. I love the work, the precision and
care that it takes to do it right, and I hope you will allow me to
continue.

Judge Linda Stephens
The first in my family to graduate from
high school, I also graduated from the
University of South Carolina. I worked my way
through law school at UNC-Chapel Hill and
practiced law for 27 years. During the past 10
years I have served North Carolina citizens as a
Judge on the Court of Appeals. I have a
reputation for working hard, judging fairly, and treating everyone
with respect and have received numerous awards reflecting this
achievement. I have been endorsed by former appellate judges
from both parties, as well as police organizations and various
citizen groups.

Judge Michael R. (Mike) Morgan
With eleven current years of trial bench
experience as a Superior Court Judge, combined
with ten previous years of trial bench
experience as a District Court Judge and five
prior years of experience conducting hearings as
a State Administrative Law Judge, I am
unusually seasoned and qualified to capably address the variety of
legal matters which come before the Supreme Court. I shall
continue my judicial commitment to steadfastly strive to promote
society’s well-being through the fair and impartial administration
of justice, while enhancing the people’s confidence in and respect
for the effectiveness of North Carolina’s system of jurisprudence.
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Judge Rickye McKoy-Mitchell
Judge Rickye McKoy-Mitchell was reared in
rural eastern North Carolina and received both
her Bachelor of Arts and Juris Doctorate
degrees from the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill. She practiced for 14 years in
criminal and civil areas of law at the state and
federal Court levels; is the longest currently
serving Mecklenburg County District Court Judge having
presided in every facet of District Court for 18 years hearing
thousands of the very types of cases heard by the Court of
Appeals; and is a recognized "judicial trainer of judges” at the
local, state, and national levels.
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Judge Richard Dietz
I am proud to be the most experienced appellate
advocate on the Court of Appeals. After
graduating first in my class at Wake Forest law
school, I embarked on a legal career focusing
on constitutional law, complex issues, and
appeals. While a partner at Kilpatrick Stockton,
one of our State’s largest law firms, I argued
cases everywhere from state District Court to the U.S. Supreme
Court. I am the only N.C. Board Certified Specialist in Appellate
Practice on the 15-member Court of Appeals. I use my expertise
in appellate law to write fair, well-reasoned opinions that
strengthen our State’s jurisprudence.

Judge Vince Rozier
As a former prosecutor and current District
Court judge, I have tried and presided over
thousands of cases. I understand how
individuals, businesses, and communities are
directly affected by Court decisions. I will
bring this judicial and prosecutorial experience
to serve you well on the NC Court of Appeals.
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Hunter Murphy
Our Courts’ greatest strength is the public’s
trust. To maintain this trust, judges must stand
up for our rights recognized by the
Constitution. Judges are elected to honestly,
fairly, and impartially decide each case on its
individual merits...they are not elected to write
laws. Activist judges erode the public’s trust. I pledge to be a
Non-Activist judge as I believe a judge should never have a
political or personal agenda. I look forward to bringing my
diverse education, trial experience and passion for the law to the
Court of Appeals.

Judge Bob Hunter
Judge Bob Hunter is an incumbent Judge of
the NC Court of Appeals, having formerly
served on the Supreme Court of NC. A
native North Carolinian, he attended public
schools and universities and has received a BA
and JD degrees from UNC-Chapel Hill and an
LLM from Duke University. He has taught at
Wake Forest, NC Central and Elon Law Schools as well as UNCG. He was a general practice attorney in Greensboro for 35 years
before being elected to the bench. He is married to Susan Awbrey
Hunter, a licensed therapist and former teacher. Morehead City is
home.

Judge Margaret Eagles
I am the lead Domestic Violence Judge in
Wake County. I have served as a judicial clerk
for Justice Wainwright on the NC Supreme
Court and then an Assistant Attorney General,
representing the State in environmental
enforcement litigation and in criminal appeals.
In private practice, I was a civil litigator, handling numerous
jury trials in District and Superior Courts. I am dedicated to the
rule of law, remain steadfast in my respect for the public trust,
and committed to impartiality to all who appear before me, and
will continue on the Court of Appeals.

Judge Abe Jones
Abe Jones is a native of North Carolina and
received his formal education from Harvard
College and Harvard Law School. He has
worked with the U.S. Attorney's Office (ED,
NC), the NC Attorney General's Office, and as
an Administrative Law Judge. Abe also served
for 17 years on the Superior Court bench. He has worked in
private practice and taught for many years at UNC's School of
Law. His experience as a prosecutor and defense attorney in both
civil and criminal cases, along with experience behind the bench,
gives him a unique perspective to contribute to the NC Court of
Appeals.

